Lessons from the Life David

Objective:  To identify some practical lessons from the life of David which we can apply to our 

own lives.

References:  
Scripture Verse: And when He had removed him, He raised up for them David as king, to whom 

also He gave testimony and said, ‘I have found David the son of Jesse, a man after 

My own heart, who will do all My will.’ Acts 12:22
Lesson Guidelines:

· King David is one of those Bible characters who evokes many pictures in our minds.

· What are some you have?  (Goliath, Bathsheba, Dancing with Ark, Man after God's own heart, Man of Prayer etc)

· Usually, we see and understand the BIG lessons from his life-- and there are many; many of which we already mentioned.  Today I would like to discuss some smaller but no less important lessons from looking at his life through the lens of 1 Samuel.

· Lesson #1:  David's faithfulness in everyday tasks set him up to be used greatly by God
· And Saul said to David, “You are not able to go against this Philistine to fight with him; for you are a youth, and he a man of war from his youth.” But David said to Saul, “Your servant used to keep his father’s sheep, and when a lion or a bear came and took a lamb out of the flock, I went out after it and struck it, and delivered the lamb from its mouth; and when it arose against me, I caught it by its beard, and struck and killed it. Your servant has killed both lion and bear; and this uncircumcised Philistine will be like one of them, seeing he has defied the armies of the living God.” Moreover David said, “The Lord, who delivered me from the paw of the lion and from the paw of the bear, He will deliver me from the hand of this Philistine.” And Saul said to David, “Go, and the Lord be with you!” 1Sam 17:33-27
· God prepared David for this exact battle when David was a lowly shepherd. A lion would attack the lambs, and David would battle the lion. A bear would come against the sheep, and David would battle the bear. All along, God was preparing David for this fight with Goliath. How long did David prepare to fight Goliath? All of his life, up to that day.
· This is generally God’s pattern for preparation. He calls us to be faithful right where we are, and then uses our faithfulness to accomplish greater things for Him. If David had run scared at the lion or the bear, he would never have been ready to fight Goliath now. But he had been faithful then, so he will be faithful now.
· The Lord who delivered me from the paw of the lion and from the paw of the bear, He will deliver me from the hand of this Philistine: As a shepherd facing the lions and the bears, David had no idea he was being trained to fight a giant. When we are in the midst of our preparation, we rarely see how God is going to use it. We just entrust it to Him. Yet now, David can look back and know that the same God who delivered him before will also deliver him now. David knew that God’s help in times past is an indication of His help in the future.
· There are four things which are little on the earth, 
      But they are exceedingly wise: 
       25 The ants are a people not strong, 
      Yet they prepare their food in the summer;
· When we use the time God has given us to be faithful in the task in which we find ourselves presently, we are being very wise for we are being prepared for something in the future
·       But who can find a faithful man? 
       7 The righteous man walks in his integrity; 
      His children are blessed after him. Pro 20:6-7

· His lord said to him, ‘Well done, good and faithful servant; you have been faithful over a few things, I will make you ruler over many things. Enter into the joy of your lord.’ Matt 25:23
· Lesson #2:  David served God not man-he didn't let people's seeming disregard for him prevent him from serving as he should  
· So Samuel did what the Lord said, and went to Bethlehem. And the elders of the town trembled at his coming, and said, “Do you come peaceably?” And he said, “Peaceably; I have come to sacrifice to the Lord. Sanctify yourselves, and come with me to the sacrifice.” Then he consecrated Jesse and his sons, and invited them to the sacrifice. So it was, when they came, that he looked at Eliab and said, “Surely the Lord’s anointed is before Him.” But the Lord said to Samuel, “Do not look at his appearance or at the height of his stature, because I have refused him. For the Lord does not see as man sees; for man looks at the outward appearance, but the Lord looks at the heart.” So Jesse called Abinadab, and made him pass before Samuel. And he said, “Neither has the Lord chosen this one.” Then Jesse made Shammah pass by. And he said, “Neither has the Lord chosen this one.” Thus Jesse made seven of his sons pass before Samuel. And Samuel said to Jesse, “The Lord has not chosen these.” And Samuel said to Jesse, “Are all the young men here?” Then he said, “There remains yet the youngest, and there he is, keeping the sheep.” And Samuel said to Jesse, “Send and bring him. For we will not sit down till he comes here.”1 Sam 16:6-11  And the Lord said, “Arise, anoint him; for this is the one!” 12
· This shows the low regard David had among his own family. First, his father doesn’t even mention him by name. Second, he wasn’t even invited to the sacrificial feast. Third, he would not have been brought unless Samuel insisted on it.
· So here, we see him anointed-- then what?  Saul is afflicted with a distressing spirit and is told about David's harp playing abilities and goes to Saul who is pleased with him. But we find out, that he doesn't stay permanently with Saul. 
· During the days of Goliath's taunting the Israelite army, we read But David occasionally went and returned from Saul to feed his father’s sheep at Bethlehem.
· And the Philistine drew near and presented himself forty days, morning and evening. Then Jesse said to his son David, “Take now for your brothers an ephah of this dried grain and these ten loaves, and run to your brothers at the camp. And carry these ten cheeses to the captain of their thousand, and see how your brothers fare, and bring back news of them.” Now Saul and they and all the men of Israel were in the Valley of Elah, fighting with the Philistines. So David rose early in the morning, left the sheep with a keeper, and took the things and went as Jesse had commanded him. And he came to the camp as the army was going out to the fight and shouting for the battle. For Israel and the Philistines had drawn up in battle array, army against army.
· David immediately obeys his father to take provisions to his brothers
· Now Eliab his oldest brother heard when he spoke to the men; and Eliab’s anger was aroused against David, and he said, “Why did you come down here? And with whom have you left those few sheep in the wilderness? I know your pride and the insolence of your heart, for you have come down to see the battle.” And David said, “What have I done now? Is there not a cause?” Then he turned from him toward another and said the same thing; and these people answered him as the first ones did. 1Sam 17:28-30

· You would think David's visit would have at least pleased his brother considering all the provisions he brought but instead, he mocked and belittled David
· A lesser man would have, after some choice words, turned heel and left but not David because David's eyes were focused on God and His honor (not his personal honor)
· Saul's desire to kill David was unfair and birthed in envy as Nader discussed last week yet David always dealt with him as the LORD's anointed NOT a madman who had no right and therefore, should be dealt with. 
· Why?  Because David served God NOT man.  
You Will Be Disappointed If You Are Serving Men Rather Than God. 
· If you've ever sacrificed for people and then they have forgotten you, you are a schoolmate with David. You know how he felt. Now, what are you doing with that lesson? Are you bitter or are you better for it? Do you brood about it or have you learned the lesson that though men forget, God never forgets and He will reward you. 
· How did David get this way?  David had a real relationship with God in grown in the solitude of shepherding.  He used his time not only doing his job faithfully, but he knew God's word , meditated on Him and entered into His courts with praise and thanksgiving. Consider Ps 8
· David had a humble heart trained in obedience that was able to side step the mistreatment and rebuke of his brother
· If Eliab’s hurtful words could have gotten David to focus on the earthly, instead of the Lord, then David’s strength would be gone. But when David ruled his spirit and answered softly, he was more in step with the Spirit of the Lord than ever. You could start digging Goliath’s grave right then! All because his eyes and therefore his service was to God alone.  
· Lesson #3  What we say in our hearts makes a difference
· Many years have passed and David has been on the run from Saul.  He has had multiple opportunities to get revenge but won't because He knows God's word and won't go against it.  But now he is tired and is the captain of hundreds of men who are distressed, in debt and discontented. 
· And David said in his heart, “Now I shall perish someday by the hand of Saul. There is nothing better for me than that I should speedily escape to the land of the Philistines; and Saul will despair of me, to seek me anymore in any part of Israel. So I shall escape out of his hand.” 1 Sam 27:1
· Here, David does something significant that ends up having severe consequences.  Did you pick it up?  David said in his heart.  We need to be very aware of the things we say in our heart!  AND we need to take heed.  What we say in our heart has a tremendous power to shape our thinking and our actions. Keep your heart with all diligence, 
      For out of it spring the issues of life. Pro 4:23  (Above all else guard your heart for everything you do flows from it)
· If someone says in his heart, “God doesn’t care about me,” it will make a difference in his life. If someone says in his heart, “I deserve better than this,” it will make a difference in his life. If someone says in hisheart, “I come before others,” it will make a difference in his life. 
· All because of this, a typical scenario was set in place.  David went to this land of the Philistines and actually set up residence there for over a year. So this can be likened to compromising with the Enemy.  
· Saul could never drive David to the Philistines. If Saul were to tell David, “You must leave the people of God and go live among the Philistines,” David would never bow to it. But discouragement and fatigue are more powerful enemies than even Saul was. Discouragement and fatigue drove David to do something that Saul could never make him do. At this point, David looked at Saul, not at God. David listened to himself, not to God. This will always end in trouble. All of these are reasons to deal with what we say in our hearts, to deal with discouragement instead of simply ignoring it. When we don’t deal with it, will build and drive us to far worse places.
· Then, when he made an even worse concession of even going to battle alongside the Enemy against God's people, he was rejected and sent back.  Upon returning, he learned that in his absence, another marauding band came through and Now it happened, when David and his men came to Ziklag, on the third day, that the Amalekites had invaded the South and Ziklag, attacked Ziklag and burned it with fire, and had taken captive the women and those who were there, from small to great; they did not kill anyone, but carried them away and went their way. So David and his men came to the city, and there it was, burned with fire; and their wives, their sons, and their daughters had been taken captive. Then David and the people who were with him lifted up their voices and wept, until they had no more power to weep. And David’s two wives, Ahinoam the Jezreelitess, and Abigail the widow of Nabal the Carmelite, had been taken captive. Now David was greatly distressed, for the people spoke of stoning him, because the soul of all the people was grieved, every man for his sons and his daughters. But David strengthened himself in the Lord his God.1 Sam 30:1-6
 
· This leads us to our final lesson for today.
· Lesson #4  God's grace flows to those who call on Him
· Up to this point, David made alot of mistakes out of weakness.  It is almost as if he forgot his relationship with God. . . interestingly enough, it is during this period that David wrote 0 psalms.  Then we read in verse 6 David strengthened himself in the Lord his God.
· How? How does one strengthen himself in God?
· First, need to recognize that we have no strength.  This was clearly manifest to David.  His enemy rejected him, his wives, children, possessions had all been taken and his men wanted to stone him out of their own grief.
· We need to believe that God is merciful.  Really, why would God help him?  He went to the enemy for protection.  But God is rich in mercy and a broken and contrite heart He will not despise.  God always will run to those who call on him in humility and weakness.
· David would have strengthened himself remembering God’s love. Which would have opened his eyes to see the love of the Lord in the rejection of the Philistine leaders. If they had not sent him away, he and his men would not have returned right now, when the Amalekites had just left and the fires of their destruction were still burning. If God had not sent him back home through the rejection of the Philistines, it would have been months and months until he returned, and the situation would have been far worse. That which stung him before became sweet to him now, and the most precious expression of the Lord’s love.
· David would have strengthened himself remembering God’s past deliverances. He could say, No doubt this is bad. But remember all the times when the Lord delivered me out of a bad spot before? If He did it then, He will do it now. He didn’t deliver me before just to let me perish now.”
· Then David said to Abiathar the priest, Ahimelech’s son, “Please bring the ephod here to me.” And Abiathar brought the ephod to David. So David inquired of the Lord, saying, “Shall I pursue this troop? Shall I overtake them?” And He answered him, “Pursue, for you shall surely overtake them and without fail recover all.”

· Notice, God did not reprimand him or express His disappointment.  He simply responded and gave His support.  
· God is not like us.  His ways are so far beyond us and are beautiful to see and overwhelming to experience.  When we come to Him contrite and humble, He will never turn us away.  There is no such thing as a distance so great that the love of God cannot traverse.  

· If we fall and maybe distance ourselves from God I hope we can remember this story and how God dealt with David and strengthen ourselves in Him, knowing that He will answer us.

Glory Be to God Forever

 

 

  

 

 

· Encourage Yourself In The Lord
1 Samuel 30:6-8
6 And David was greatly distressed; for the people spake of stoning him, because the soul of all the people was grieved, every man for his sons and for his daughters: but David encouraged himself in the LORD his God.
7 And David said to Abiathar the priest, Ahimelech’s son, I pray thee, bring me hither the ephod. And Abiathar brought thither the ephod to David.
8 And David inquired at the LORD, saying, Shall I pursue after this troop? shall I overtake them? And he answered him, Pursue: for thou shalt surely overtake them, and without fail recover all.
"...But David encouraged himself in the Lord" (1 Samuel 30:6)
We begin our message with these familiar words: And David was greatly distressed" (1 Samuel 30:6). He had just returned from Gath, where King Achish had said to him, "Thou art good in my sight, as an angel of God." With those praises ringing in his ears, David and his men returned to Ziklag, anxious to be reunited with their wives and children. They found their city burned to the ground, their homes destroyed, and their children and wives gone. The Amalekites had invaded while they were in Aphek and had taken captive all that was precious to David and his men.
What a horrible day in the life of this anointed man of God. "Then David and the people that were with him lifted up their voice and wept, until they had no more power to weep..." (1 Samuel 30:4)
The people rose up in anger, and there was talk of stoning David, because of their overwhelming grief. David himself was torn with grief, with not a tear left to shed. "And David was greatly distressed." They had come to the end of their rope, all hope gone and swallowed up in grief and despair.
Did all this calamity fall upon David because he was living in sin? Was he running from God? Far from it. If anything, David was running with God, but not understanding why the path led through such hard times.
Samuel had already anointed David king over Israel. He was declared to be a man after God’s own heart, chosen and set apart to lead God’s people. After a short time of acceptance in Saul’s court and a glorious ministry of victory upon victory, he was forced to escape for his life. The giant killer ended up hiding in a cave, wondering what he had done to endure such rejection and difficulty. Tearfully he had inquired of Jonathan, "What have I done? What is mine iniquity? And what is my sin... that my life is threatened?" (1 Samuel 20:1)
The high priest called David "the most faithful servant in all the kingdom." Even Saul recognized his goodness and anointing, saying to him:
"Thou art more righteous than I... I know well that the kingdom of Israel shall be established in thine hand..." (1 Samuel 24:17,20)
When Samuel took the horn of oil and anointed David "the Spirit of the Lord came upon him from that day forward" (1 Samuel 16:13). You have to begin here to understand David’s terrible distress at Ziklag that day.
He knew he was called, specially chosen, destined to the throne. He had a daily visitation of God’s Holy Spirit. He had a cause, he had zeal for the Lord, he was holy and burdened for the poor and needy. He lived a circumspect life that caused even his enemies to respect him.
Think of what must have gone through David’s mind as he stood over the burning ruins of his home, not knowing whether his family was deador alive. He must have asked the question. Why? when thinking over the past few years, up to this very moment. "Why, if God is with me, did Saul try to kill me? Why was he so insanely jealous over me? Why, if I have been anointed, did I have to escape to Gath and pretend madness, acting like an insane fool? Why, if God’s Spirit is upon me, guiding me, did I have to hide out in caves? Why, if I’m a man after God’s heart, did I have to live in the wilderness, hunted down like a wild animal? Is this the reward of the anointed -- sleepless nights fearing for my life, harassed on all sides, living on handouts, and outcast?"
Now, after finally finding a home and enjoying a few months of peace, it all crumbles in unbelievable disaster. Ziklag is in ruins, all is lost. To make matters even worse, David’s closest associates were blaming him for the tragedy.
What a shoddy way for God to treat His anointed servant -- at least that is the way it appears on the surface. He is no longer the giant killer whose praises are being sung by admiring crowds. He is no longer the mighty man of faith and vision, looked upon with respect and love. Now he is in total rejection, on the verge of being stoned as a failure. David stands alone, stripped and confused -- in total despair.
What does a child of God do when discouragement sets in and he feels useless, like a complete failure, abandoned by God and rejected by those who once cared? His beloved friend Jonathan was nowhere in sight. How refreshing it might have been had he been able to talk to the one friend he knew would never let him down. Abigail had been taken from him. His parents were far away. Where shall he go for comfort? To whom shall he turn for encouragement?
What can we do when a crisis comes? First, I suppose, We Can Do What Most People Do.
We can do what we see these people doing here. We can:
A. Despair.
(Read v. 4)
That is probably the most common response to such a crisis that there is. Who hasn’t, at one point or another, "lost it" emotionally in a time of extreme distress?
B. Be Angry.
Read v. 6a)
"This shouldn’t be happening" we think. "I don’t like this!" Then, close on the heals of anger, sometimes we may:
C. Look for Someone to Blame.
Who is being blamed here? David! He’s the leader. He’s the one who led them into the land of the Philistines (never mind the fact that each of them chose to follow David.) That doesn’t count. When you’re distressed in a crisis and angry, it is very common to look for someone to blame. Sometimes it is a leader.
In a crisis, we can do all these things and we’ll find little opposition to our actions because that’s the way nearly everybody in the world does it, so we’ll find plenty of understanding.
But let’s take stock here. When we’ve despaired and expressed our anger and blamed others, are we better off or worse? What has been done to resolve the crisis? Nothing! The despair hasn’t helped. The anger hasn’t helped. The blaming hasn’t helped. It never does. That is why we’re looking at this passage. These things, though common, are nonproductive.
Suppose they had vented their anger. Suppose they had picked up stones and killed David. Would it have made a difference? Would it have brought their loved ones and their property back?
Here is where we see David begin to distinguish himself as being someone worthy of our attention. You see, in a crisis, and have proven that the very life of God is in them, providing grace and mercy to help in every need. Christ has been revealed not only to them, but in them. They are drawing on the strength of their inner man, according to the riches of God’s glory through His Spirit. How did David Strenghten himself in the Lord? How did David Seek God’s Guidance? He turned his thoughts toward God.
III. We Must Turn Our Thoughts Toward God.
In other words we must correct our thinking. If we think depressing thoughts we will be depressed. If we think delightfull thoughts we will be filled with delight and joy.
Acts 26:2
2 I think myself happy, king Agrippa, because I shall answer for myself this day before thee touching all the things whereof I am accused of the Jews:
We must fill our minds with the knowledge of God and His word if we are to live in victory.
"This I say therefore, and testify in the Lord, that ye henceforth walk not as other Gentiles walk, in the emptiness of their mind... Having the understanding darkened, being alienated from the life of God through the ignorance that is in them, because of the blindness of their heart... but ye have not so learned Christ..." (Ephesians 4:17-20)
Paul is addressing Ephesian Christians, warning them not to live empty, confused lives. He makes it very clear that the emptiness and darkness in them was not caused by demonic activity, but rather it was the result of ignorance concerning God’s great provision for them. They had not learned that the Lord Jesus Christ was sufficient and all powerful.
Paul said, "Ye did not learn Christ that way." In other words, "I taught an all-sufficient, all-powerful, complete Christ." Yet how few of them understood it. Many were still being tossed about by every wind and wave of doctrine; some were still giving place to the devil; others had bitterness and malice; some were involved in fornication, covetousness and all manner of uncleanness. We know this is true because Paul had to warn them against these very things.
Think of the multitudes of Christians today who live defeated, and broken lives, in their body, mind, and spirit. They confess that Jesus is their Lord; but they are still empty, fearful, and worried. They have no joy, no spark, no excitement in the Lord.
Is it because the devil has gained power? Have the demon powers invaded the kingdom of almighty God? Have the principalities and powers of darkness succeeded in deceiving God’s elect? I say no. The darkness is in our own minds. It is the result of our own spiritual blindness because we have not opened our hearts to the knowledge of the supremacy of Christ. We are alienated from the life of God because of the ignorance that is in us. We have before us a Bible filled with glorious truth about God’s dominion and fullness invested in Jesus Christ, but we never do comprehend it, let alone appropriate it. It is not what Satan is doing to or in us, but rather what we have refused to believe about Christ.
We should spend all our study time searching out what the Word declares about Christ’s victory, his glory, His absolute power and authority. Otherwise we can end up as experts on Satan’s power and still be alienated from the life of God through ignorance of Christ’s supreme power and ability.
That is why Paul focused on no other truth but the lordship and dominion of Christ. He said, "That the God ofour Lord Jesus Christ, the Father of glory, may give unto you the spirit of wisdom and revelation in the knowledge of him: the eyes of your understanding being enlightened; that ye may know what is the hope of his calling, and what the riches of the glory of his inheritance in the saints, and what is the exceeding greatness of his power to usward who believe, according to the working of his mighty power..." (Ephesians 1:17-19)
We have filled our minds with the wrong things. To often we spend our time thinking about what satin can do to us, when we should be thinking about what God has done, is doing, and will continue to do for us. Not only for us but in us and through us.
We do not need a new revelation about satan’s power, we do not need to study darkness or demons. I believe as Paul did, that we desperately need a new and liberating revelation of the riches of Christ, the glory of Christ, the greatness of His power, His absolute dominion over all.
"And having spoiled principalities and powers, he made a show of them openly, triumphing over them in it..." (Colossians 2:15).
"...Now shall the prince of this world be cast out..." (John 12:31).
"...That through death. he might destroy him that had the power of death, that is, the devil..." (Hebrews 2:9-17).
Christ destroyed the power of the devil. The Greek word here means "to make of none effect" or "useless." Why should any Christian be nervous or intimidated by the powers of the one who has been stripped and made totally ineffective against us? Christ has drained Satan of all power -- He has cast him down and held him up to open shame.
The "god of this world" has been crippled, and we are not overestimate his power. The children of the Lord are not of this world. They are not under any dominion from sin or Satan. Christ took from Satan the keys of death and delivered us from the bondage of the fear of it. Now, through the victory of the Cross we fear neither death, sin, nor the devil. Our glorified Christ declared, "I have the keys of death and hell" (Revelation 1:18).
It is time to look at Satan as God sees him -- defeated, useless, without power or strength. Satan fell as lightning from the heavens and he has never regained
